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Patterson Resolution Addresses Safe Railroad Crossings 

Congress Must Act to Resolve Problem 
 
 
LANSING—The U.S. Congress is being urged to act on easing the burden placed on motorists when trains 
block rail crossings for extended periods of time, state Sen. Bruce Patterson (R-Canton) announced today. 
 
“The Federal government needs to take some responsibility for ensuring the public’s safety and general 
welfare at railroad crossings,” Patterson said. “Court decisions have determined we cannot do anything at the 
state or local level.  Congress must act to resolve this dangerous situation.”  
 
The Michigan Senate today adopted Senator Patterson’s resolutions, SR 134 and SCR 29, to memorialize 
Congress to address the issue of traffic stoppages at railroad crossings. This is in response to an ordinance 
adopted by the City of Plymouth, and a state law, that were found to violate the Supremacy and Interstate 
Commerce clauses of the U.S. Constitution. The courts ruled that this is strictly a matter of federal 
jurisdiction. 
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